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Overview
Identification
ID NUMBER
TZA_2008-2014_NPS-UPQ_v01_EN_M_v01_A_OCS

Overview
ABSTRACT
Panel data possess several advantages over conventional cross-sectional and time-series data, including their power to isolate
the effects of specific actions, treatments, and general policies often at the core of large-scale econometric development
studies. While the concept of panel data alone provides the capacity for modelling the complexities of human behaviour, the
notion of universal panel data - in which time- and situation-driven variances leading to variations in tools, and thus results, are
mitigated - can further enhance exploitation of the richness of panel information. The NPS Universal Panel Questionnaire (UPQ)
consists of both survey instruments and datasets, meticulously aligned and engineered with the aim of facilitating the use of and
improving access to the wealth of panel data offered by the NPS. The NPS-UPQ provides a consistent and straightforward
means of conducting not only user-driven analyses using convenient, standardized tools, but also for monitoring MKUKUTA,
FYDP II, and other national level development indicators reported by the NPS.
The design of the NPS-UPQ combines the four completed rounds of the NPS - NPS 2008/09 (R1), NPS 2010/11 (R2), NPS
2012/13 (R3), and NPS 2014/15 (R4) - into pooled, module-specific survey instruments and datasets. The panel survey
instruments offer the ease of comparability over time, with modifications and variances easily identifiable as well as those
aspects of the questionnaire which have remained identical and offer consistent information. By providing all module-specific
data over time within compact, pooled datasets, panel datasets eliminate the need for user-generated merges between rounds
and present data in a clear, logical format, increasing both the usability and comprehension of complex data.

KIND OF DATA
Sample survey data [ssd]

UNITS OF ANALYSIS
Households

Scope
NOTES
The scope of the study covered education, health, labour and agriculture.

TOPICS
Topic

Vocabulary
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Regional coverage

UNIVERSE
The universe includes all households and individuals in Tanzania with the exception of those residing in military barracks or
other institutions.
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Sampling
Sampling Procedure
SAMPLING PROCEDURE
While the same sample of respondents was maintained over the first three rounds of the NPS, longitudinal surveys tend to
suffer from bias introduced by households leaving the survey over time, i.e. attrition. Although the NPS maintains a highly
successful recapture rate (roughly 96% retention at the household level), minimizing the escalation of this selection bias, a
refresh of longitudinal cohorts was done for the NPS 2014/15 to ensure proper representativeness of estimates while
maintaining a sufficient primary sample to maintain cohesion within panel analysis. A newly completed Population and Housing
Census (PHC) in 2012, providing updated population figures along with changes in administrative boundaries, emboldened the
opportunity to realign the NPS sample and abate collective bias potentially introduced through attrition.
To maintain the panel concept of the NPS, the sample design for NPS 2014/2015 consisted of a combination of the original
NPS sample and a new NPS sample. A nationally representative sub-sample was selected to continue as part of the “Extended
Panel” while an entirely new sample, “Refresh Panel”, was selected to represent national and sub-national domains. Similar to
the sample in NPS 2008/2009, the sample design for the “Refresh Panel” allows analysis at four primary domains of inference,
namely: Dar es Salaam, other urban areas on mainland Tanzania, rural mainland Tanzania, and Zanzibar. This new cohort in
NPS 2014/2015 will be maintained and tracked in all future rounds between national censuses.
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Questionnaires
Overview
The format of the NPS-UPQ survey instrument is similar to previously disseminated NPS survey instruments. Each module has
a questionnaire and clearly identifies if the module collects information at the individual or household level. Within each modulespecific questionnaire of the NPS-UPQ survey instrument, there are five distinct sections, arranged vertically: (1) the UPQ - “U”
on the survey instrument, (2) R4, (3), R3, (4) R2, and (5) R1 – the latter 4 sections presenting each questionnaire in its original
form at time of its respective dissemination.
The uppermost section of each module’s questionnaire (“U”) represents the model universal panel questionnaire, with questions
generated from the comprehensive listing of questions across all four rounds of the NPS and codes generated from the
comprehensive collection of codes. The following sections are arranged vertically by round, considering R4 as most recent.
While not all rounds will have data reported for each question in the UPQ and not each question will have reports for each of the
UPQ codes listed, the NPS-UPQ survey instrument represents the visual, all-inclusive set of information collected by the NPS
over time.
The four round-specific sections (R4, R3, R2, R1) are aligned with their UPQ-equivalent question, visually presenting their
contribution to compatibility with the UPQ. Each round-specific section includes the original round-specific variable names,
response codes and skip patterns (corresponding to their respective round-specific NPS data sets, and despite their variance
from other rounds or from the comprehensive UPQ code listing)4.
- Household identification;
- Survey staff details;
- Household member roster;
- Education,
- Health,
- Labour;
- Food outside the household;
- Subject welfare;
- Food security;
- Housing, water and sanitation;
- Consumption of food over the past one week;
- Non-food expenditures (past one week & one month);
- Non-food expenditures (past twelve months);
- Household assets;
- Family/household non-farm enterprises;
- Assistance and groups;
- Credit;
- Finance;
- Recent shocks to household welfare;
- Deaths in the household;
- Household recontact information;
- Filter questions;
- Anthropometry.
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Data Collection
Data Collection Dates
Start
2008-10-01
2010-10-01
2012-10-01
2014-10-01

End
2009-09-30
2011-09-30
2013-09-30
2015-09-30

Cycle
NPSY1
NPSY2
NPSY3
NPSY4

Data Collection Mode
Face-to-face [f2f]

Questionnaires
The format of the NPS-UPQ survey instrument is similar to previously disseminated NPS survey instruments. Each module has
a questionnaire and clearly identifies if the module collects information at the individual or household level. Within each modulespecific questionnaire of the NPS-UPQ survey instrument, there are five distinct sections, arranged vertically: (1) the UPQ - “U”
on the survey instrument, (2) R4, (3), R3, (4) R2, and (5) R1 – the latter 4 sections presenting each questionnaire in its original
form at time of its respective dissemination.
The uppermost section of each module’s questionnaire (“U”) represents the model universal panel questionnaire, with questions
generated from the comprehensive listing of questions across all four rounds of the NPS and codes generated from the
comprehensive collection of codes. The following sections are arranged vertically by round, considering R4 as most recent.
While not all rounds will have data reported for each question in the UPQ and not each question will have reports for each of the
UPQ codes listed, the NPS-UPQ survey instrument represents the visual, all-inclusive set of information collected by the NPS
over time.
The four round-specific sections (R4, R3, R2, R1) are aligned with their UPQ-equivalent question, visually presenting their
contribution to compatibility with the UPQ. Each round-specific section includes the original round-specific variable names,
response codes and skip patterns (corresponding to their respective round-specific NPS data sets, and despite their variance
from other rounds or from the comprehensive UPQ code listing)4.
- Household identification;
- Survey staff details;
- Household member roster;
- Education,
- Health,
- Labour;
- Food outside the household;
- Subject welfare;
- Food security;
- Housing, water and sanitation;
- Consumption of food over the past one week;
- Non-food expenditures (past one week & one month);
- Non-food expenditures (past twelve months);
- Household assets;
- Family/household non-farm enterprises;
- Assistance and groups;
- Credit;
- Finance;
- Recent shocks to household welfare;
- Deaths in the household;
- Household recontact information;
- Filter questions;
- Anthropometry.
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Data Processing
No content available
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Data Appraisal
No content available
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